
Minutes Friends of Witchampton Meeting 
18th September 2023 9:30am 
1. Present, in Attendance and Apologies
Present: Margareta Wilkie-Stanley (MWS) VC, Sophie Pollock (SP) Secretary, Laura Collie (LC), Rachel Barrett (RB), Emma Sloyan (ES)
In Attendance: Jo Hancock (JH)

Apologies: Louisa Ambrose (LA) Chair, Sarah Edwards (SE) Treasurer 
2. Update from Mrs Hancock and requests from teachers.
We need volunteers (and bakers) for our School Open days 3rd 

October after drop off 4th/5th October afternoon.

LC available 3 and 4 and ES all days as needed.
ES will ask her husband to produce banners and leaflets.
MWS will put out a general call to parents.

JH mentioned that 2nd November (Wednesday) will be 60 years– since the school was reconstructed – perhaps to mark with a mini celebration?

No budget allocated but PTA will be advised. 

Christmas gifts -£50 to be allocated per year group – Total £250
MWS has asked Suzie H, Gaby and Sarah E about a Santa visit on the 13th December.

Hedgehogs will be visiting Farmer Vernon (date TBC). We hope to have two trees and therefore we need more decorations
MWS to ask the parents for NON-GLASS decorations
Our big fundraiser will be the Christmas Raffle 

This will be drawn a week earlier on the 8th December during school assembly

The School Office will contact winners

For trips/school visitors 2023/2024 teachers have been allocated; 

Hedgehogs £300

Badgers years 1/2 - £600

Foxes years 3/4 £600 

Additional cross school “Cultural Development” budget (to include RE/Music etc.) £300 Total £1,800
We discussed that parents are also willing to contribute to trips as we feel that they really enhance the children’s learning.

Mrs Green has also requested a carpet for Hedgies’ classroom. This room is used for all year groups so the request was approved – (approx. £200).
AG to send through her preference.

JH is looking to book an author’s visit in the Spring term (budget £150-£250)
For March WBD we are looking for the children to visit – Gullivers Bookshop in Wimborne (total cost of this previously was £244)
MWS has books that can be given to children for free

5 things to do at school? – JH suggested Mr Skippy day (Skipping tricks).
RH suggested we should look at STEM skills such as contacting the Robotics team-Bournmouth uni

Cycling – JH to investigate offering the cycling proficiency test.
Football – JH still looking to run this club in some form – perhaps appealing more to girls- and has contacted Paragon sports
3) Other Fundraising Autumn Term
· We need to put out a new Match funding call - ALL
· Clothing Bank – MWs to send reminder to all parents
· Amazon/other web based shopping LC to investigate
· RAFFLE – We just need a couple more prizes and we can print tickets. 
LA to look at licencing and printing. 

RB and SP to coordinate a prize call with Bryony B?
· Cauliflower cards – LC to manage
· Movie night – Provisionally scheduled for Friday 13th October 2023 
Bryony B to create poster

Maria and Suzi to man on the night.

MWS to get on parentmail
· Wine night Horton and Chalbury Friday 13th October 
MWS and Suzi H have offered to provide manpower

· Coffee Cake and Craft – Provisional date 8th December 

Crafting group created with Teela T, Hayley F and Laura C

Bakers and a couple more volunteers needed.
Will offer craft “kits”, takeaway tea/coffee/hot choc and cake and a savoury item?
· Pocket Money Sale – Provisional Date 13th December

MWS has bought stock.

No cakes but additional sweets to be for sale
Volunteers needed
5) Fundraising - Spring Term and Beyond
· Bingo – to be perhaps pushed back a year and replaced with a Quiz night next term?
· Sponsored activity? Emma V had some ideas.
· Movie Night 
· Witchampton Fete (lucky dip and toy stall)
· Cake sales
· Balloon racing (eco -racing) available monthly but to also look at possibility of a duck race?
1) AOB

· We will look to run our Easter egg hunt as usual and look out for bargains in February.

