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Dear Parents, 

 

The government gives Pupil Premium funding to all schools to enhance the learning 

opportunities for children who are eligible for free school meals, children in care and 

children of service personnel.  It is for schools to decide how the Pupil Premium is 

spent, since they are best placed to assess what additional provision should be 

made for the individual pupils within their responsibility. The impact of Pupil Premium 

spending can, if wisely used, benefit all pupils. 

 

Is your child eligible for Pupil Premium funding? 

As from July 2014 the following pupils may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding: 

• pupils who are registered for a free school meal 

• pupils who have been registered for free school meals at any point in the last six 

years 

• pupils who have been adopted from the English or Welsh care system 

• pupils who have been placed on a Special Guardianship Order (SGO) and have 

been adopted 

• pupils who left care under a Residence Order (RO) on or after 14 October 1991 

• pupils who have been looked after by the Local Authority continuously for more 

than six months, children of service personnel. 

 

Free school meal entitlement - What you need to know 

Parents are reminded that if your child is in Reception or Key Stage 1, and therefore 

currently having free school meals under the new universal infant free school meals 

arrangements, this does not automatically mean that your child will receive Pupil 

Premium Grant benefits. You must apply for Pupil Premium eligibility for the school 

to receive additional funding for your child. Please call into the school office and ask 

to speak to someone about Pupil Premium eligibility if you think you meet the criteria. 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
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• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit 

 

If you think that your child may be eligible for Pupil Premium then please go onto 

Dorset County Council’s website to apply at: https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/free-

school-meals  

Alternatively, please ask either myself or class teachers if you would like any further 

details. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Bolton 

Head of School 
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